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2013 Retrospective 
Last year was a momentous year for the promotion of unicycling for fun and sport.  It started out in January with 

the Gym Dandies riding in the Inaugural Parade in Washington D.C.  NAUCC 2013 and the 4th Annual New 

York Unicycle Festival also amassed lots of attention and media coverage.  This issue looks back and 

celebrates all that was accomplished in 2013. 

 

In This Issue 

¶ Rule Changes 

¶ Inaugural Parade 

¶ Club 2013 Reviews 

¶ Unicycle Football League 

¶ Unicycling for a Cause 

¶ STOMP Muni Weekend 

¶ Unicycling Fun 

¶ Upcoming Events 

ñI was elated when I got the 

call: relief, excitement, and 

such a sense of validation of 

our Gym Dandies Circus Arts 

Program.  It doesnôt get better 

than this:  the oldest, largest, 

and most historic parade in 

the U.S.ò 

- Jon Cahill  (Director of Gym 

Dandies) 
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On the cover: David Grover, 14, rides a three-wheel giraffe 

unicycle with red, white, and blue tires past the President of the 

United States of America, Barack Obama, during the Inaugural 

Parade on January 21, 2013.  

Photo by: Tech. Sgt. Eric Miller (www.dvidshub.net) 

Mission Statement of the Unicycling Society of America, Inc. 

To foster social and athletic interest in and promote the healthy, 

wholesome sport of unicycling among youth and adults of the 

country by establishing voluntary standards of performance and 

sponsoring and overseeing local and national meets.  To 

disseminate knowledge and information on all phases of the sport 

to all interested parties throughout the country via a newsletter 

information service. 
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On One Wheel 

The official publication of the Unicycling Society of America, Inc. 

is published at least quarterly.  We invite editorial submissions of 

all kinds.  Send news about yourself and other unicyclists.  We 

are not responsible for articles and pictures unless accompanied 

by a request for their return and a self-addressed, stamped 

envelope.  We also invite e-mails to the editor.  Reproduction or 

use of the material in this magazine without the express 

permission of the Unicycling Society of America, Inc. is 

prohibited.  ISSN 0893-4606 

All views expressed in this newsletter are those of the respective 

authors.  They are not necessarily those of members or officers 

of the Unicycling Society of America, Inc.  Address editorial 

material to:  EditorðOn One Wheel, Unicycling Society of 

America, Inc.,  14219 Sunset St., Livonia, MI 48154.  Or contact 

via e-mail at: shellyononewheel@gmail.com.  The price for 

advertisements is $100 for a full page, $50 for a half page, $25 

for a quarter page.  Please contact the editor for further 

information. 

Subscriptions/Renewals & Address Changes 

Individual membership in the Unicycling Society of America, Inc., 

which includes a subscription to On One Wheel, is $20 for the 

U.S., Canada, and Mexico, $25 for overseas.  Family 

memberships are also available for an additional $15.  Send 

address changes immediately to Unicycling Society of America, 

Inc., 35011 Munger, Livonia, MI  48154. 
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Letter from the Editor 
 I want to apologize for the delay in getting this issue out.  I had no idea what I 

was getting myself into when I volunteered to take over as Editor of On One Wheel!  

Like nearly everything else in my life, I grossly underestimated the time it would take.  

I didnôt think about the research and endless communication that happened as part of 

the process.   

 However, Iôm not complaining as it has been great fun getting to the know the 

unicycling community at the national level.  I also have not done it alone.  I have 

received heaps of help from riders all over the North America.  I am sincerely grateful 

to everybody for their contributions.  However, I feel that certain individuals deserve a 

special shout-out for going above and beyond: 

¶ Jon Cahill provided me with loads of videos, photos, and information on the 

Inaugural Parade. He told his associates, ñThis is a big deal.  The Magazine 

goes to the unicycling community world wide.ò I appreciate his enthusiasm! 

¶ Stephen Ramirez of the Unicycle Football was extremely helpful in providing 

background information, photos, and captions.  I encourage everybody to visit 

and follow the groups Facebook page for updates.   

¶ Will Streets was a charming interviewee who even helped create the best 

questions. 

¶ Lauren Johnson (shown at right) wrote a lovely piece about the Madison 

Unicyclists Summer Camp.  I totally want to go to next yearôs camp and play 

Blob Tag! 

¶ Adrean Clark generously shared her snowman unicycling cartoon.  It is adorable 

and funny!  You can purchase it on a mug and on several other items.  Check 

out:  http://society6.com/adrean/Unicycling-in-the-Snow_Mug#27=199. 

Thanks to all for your patience as I learn the ropes.  If youôd like to contribute to 

OOW, have questions, comments or feedback, please write to 

shellyononewheel@gmail.com. 

With gratitude, 

Shelly  

Lauren Johnson, and her sister Megan, at the 
Madison Unicyclists Summer Camp.   (Photo 
by Doug Buege) 

From left to right, Arthur Hughes, of RTUC takes advantage of the clubôs additional 
practice time.   (Photo by Mike Parsons) 



4  

 

On One Wheel 

1QDRHCDMS½R $NQMDQ 

U.S.A. Rule Changes Approved 

The new U.S.A. Rulebook will be ready in just a few weeks.  Remember that it is your responsibility to know U.S.A. 

rules prior to any NAUCC-sanctioned event.  2014 changes include: 

§ Helmets will be required for all track races (including obstacle course).   

§ 100mm cranks may be used for 20ò wheels in track.  (Before 2014, the minimum crank size was 114mm.) 

§ There is no longer any boundary for freestyle competition. 

§ Individual and pairs freestyle categories are now novice, intermediate, and expert.  There is no separate adult 

category.  

§ Group and club freestyle entries may have as few as three riders. 

§ In distance races, a separate championship will be awarded for the fastest ungeared rider, if five or more gear 

riders enter the race. 

§ Flatland will have a Jr. Expert (age 0-14) category.    

 

Hello U.S.A. members, 

Happy New Year!  I hope everybody had a joyous holiday 
season. 

The Rulebook Committee has been hard at work editing the 

new guidelines for competitions and activities (see information 

above on the changes).  I would like to thank everybody 

involved in process for their feedback and hard work.    

The NAUCC dates have been finalized, and the webpage is up 

(more details on the back page of OOW).  The event has a 

new Facebook page, please check it out and like it for up-to-

the-minute updates.  

Keep on riding,  

Amanda Grzych 

NAUCC 2014 now has a 
Facebook page!  If youüre 
on Facebook, please þlikeÿ 

it for up -to-the-minute 
news!  

 
https://www,facebook.com/naucc2014  

 

 

[Editorôs  Note:  Perhaps we should rethink the minimum age category for Jr. Expert.  

As a mom, I donôt think we should allow infants and toddlers to compete in Flatland.] 

https://www.facebook.com/naucc2014
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Parade on Pennsylvania Avenue 

2013 started with a once-in-a-lifetime type of event for the Gym 

Dandies Childrenôs Circus of Scarborough, Maine.  The group 

participated in the Presidential Inaugural Parade in Washington 

D.C. on January 21st.   

The adventure began when Jonathan Cahill, the Gym Dandiesô 

Director, was asked by a memberôs parent if the group would be 

a good fit for the parade after being alerted to the application 

process by an acquaintance.  Cahill believed the group was 

deserving of the honor, and as such, countless hours of 

research and planning commenced.   

In order to be ready in case they would eventually be selected, 

Cahill and his assistants, Ellen Parenteau and David Sloatman, 

began the planning process while preparing the application.  The 

group had to prepare a complex application package that 

included photos, videos, a group narrative, the unit directorôs 

resume, and various recommendations.  Cahill explained, ñFor 

the most part, my normal life ended from 11/24/2012 to 

1/22/2013.  But it was well worth every minute of time and 

energy.ò 

Approximately 3,500 non-military units applied for a spot in the 

parade, which is organized by the U.S. Army.  Only 47 were 

invited to participate.   

The parade unit consisted of 42 children between the ages of 9 

and 18 riding giraffe unicycles.  Two rode three-wheeled cycles 

while juggling, and two zig-zagged through formations on 36ò 

wheels.  A group of parents walked the parade route to help with 

remounting and to carry the unitôs sign. 

On the day of the parade, the unit faced numerous challenges 

along the 1.5 mile, uphill route.  Bright lights obscured the ridersô 

vision, and the loud noise made it difficult to hear Cahillôs 

commands.  It was also not the speediest of parades as bands 

continually stopped in front of the review booth to perform.  

However, the group enjoyed every second of the 13-hour day. 

Riders had many memorable highlights to take away from the 

historic event.  The most notable were waving to the President 

and V.P. while riding past the review booth and having their 

unicycles examined by bomb-sniffing dogs.   

 

Eden Larson, 11, and Kaitlin Malayev, 13, in the staging 
area before the parade.   (Photo by Dina Derrick) 

Gym Dandies Group Picture   (Photo by Claudia Murray 
Photo) 

Gym Dandies ride past the review booth.   (Photo by 
Peter Vachon) 


